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homeless were also more likely to have a substance abuse problem, and it was also likely 
for this population that jail incarcerations were part of their existence as well.

Mental Illness and Victimization

Moreover, in the BJS’s National Inmate Survey—conducted in state and federal pris-
ons, jails, Immigration and Customs Enforcement detention centers, and military and 
Indian country facilities and focused primarily on sexual victimization—the research-
ers found that those who are mentally ill are much more likely to be sexually victim-
ized while incarcerated than inmates who are not (Beck et al., 2013). Among their 
important findings were the conclusions that inmates with serious psychological dis-
tress reported high rates of inmate-on-inmate and staff sexual victimization in 2011 
and 2012:

zz Among state and federal prison 
inmates, an estimated 6.3% of those 
identified with serious psychological 
distress reported that they were 
sexually victimized by another 
inmate. In comparison, among 
prisoners with no indication of 
mental illness, 0.7% reported being 
victimized by another inmate.

zz Similar differences were reported 
by jail inmates. An estimated 3.6% 
of those identified with serious 
psychological distress reported inmate-
on-inmate sexual victimization, 

compared to 0.7% of inmates with no 
indication of mental illness.

zz Rates of serious psychological 
distress in prisons (14.7%) and jails 
(26.3%) were substantially higher 
than the rate (3.0%) in the U.S. 
noninstitutional population age 18 or 
older.

zz For each of the measured 
demographic subgroups, inmates with 
serious psychological distress reported 
higher rates of inmate-on-inmate 
sexual victimization than inmates 
without mental health problems.

FIGURE 6.3     � Percentage of Inmates  
With Mental-Health Problems

Source: James and Glaze (2006).
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